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SEARCH FOR ANCESTRY 


Teacher: At 
last, ‘I 
found my 
people’ 


Students help locate kin 
she never knew she had. 


By Kathy Boccella 
STAFF WRITER 

The email that changed Sue Beck’s life 
arrived on May 22 at 5:30 a.m. She 
grabbed her cellphone in the darkened 
bedroom of her Springfield, Delaware 
County, home and saw the notification 
from Ancestry.com. 

Beck, then 56, an English teacher at 
Upper Darby High School, had signed up 
with Ancestry.com two months earlier 
and sent a saliva sample with her DNA. 
Adopted at birth, Beck had been raised 
by loving but reserved German Ameri- 
can parents in Havertown, and was sur- 
rounded on playgrounds mostly by Irish 
kids. Expressive and emotional, compul- 
sively drawn toward art, music and writ- 
ing, Beck always felt different from the 
people around her. 

“I wanted to know my nationality. I 
knew I wasn’t German,” even though she 
grew up grew up eating a lot of 
sauerkraut, she laughed, so she hoped 
DNA would reveal her true heritage. 

The results said she was 60 percent 
Italian. 

“Tm jumping up and down,” Beck said. 
“I really wanted to be Italian.” There 
was more. The email said her DNA con- 
nected her with 96 other Ancestry mem- 
bers, and had “high confidence” that 
one, JoAnne Castor of South Jersey, was 
her relative. 

Only then Beck realized she might be 
on the brink of something bigger. “I was 
beside myself,” she said. Beck followed a 
link to Castor’s Facebook accoount. 

“She said, ‘I come from a long line of 
artists, writers and musicians,’ ” Beck 
recalled. “I was like, ‘Oh, my God!!’ I 
couldn’t believe it. I almost couldn’t 

See FAMILY on A6 


Sue Beck and Joe Costello, her biological 
father, during a family dinner at cousin 
Lisa Colangelo’s Glendora home. Beck, 
who was adopted at birth, connected with 
her family through a DNA test, internet 
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Democrat Doug Jones and his wife, Louise, greet supporters at an election-night watch party in Birmingham. 
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Salacious allegations sink Roy Moore and trim an 
already fragile Republican majority in the Senate. 


By Kim Chandler and Steve Peoples 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
ONTGOMERY, Ala. — In a 
stunning victory aided by 
scandal, Democrat Doug 
Jones won Alabama’s spe- 
cial Senate election on Tues- 
day, beating back history, an embattled 
Republican opponent, and President 
Trump, who urgently endorsed GOP 
rebel Roy Moore despite a litany of sexu- 
al misconduct allegations. 

It was the first Democratic Senate vic- 
tory in a quarter-century in Alabama, 
one of the reddest of red states, and 
proved anew that party loyalty is any- 
thing but sure in the age of Trump. It 
was a major embarrassment for the 
president and a fresh wound for the 
nation’s already divided Republican Par- 
ty. 
On Twitter, President Trump congratu- 
lated Jones on his “hard fought” win, 


saying Republicans will have “another 
shot” at the seat. 

The victory by Jones, a former U.S. 
attorney best known for prosecuting 
two Ku Klux Klansmen responsible for 
Birmingham’s infamous 1963 church 
bombing, narrows the GOP advantage 
in the U.S. Senate to 51-49. That imper- 
ils already-uncertain Republican tax, 
budget and health proposals and injects 
tremendous energy into the Democratic 
Party’s early push to reclaim House and 
Senate majorities in 2018. 

Still, many Washington Republicans 
viewed the defeat of Moore as perhaps 
the best outcome for the party national- 
ly despite the short-term sting. 

The fiery Christian conservative’s po- 
sitions have alienated women, racial mi- 
norities, gays. and Muslims — in addi- 
tion to the multiple allegations that he 
was guilty of sexual misconduct with 

See SENATE on A16 


Roy Moore, the GOP Senate candidate, 
looks at returns during an election-night 
watch party in Montgomery. He arrived at 
his polling place on horseback. 


BRYNN ANDERSON / AP 


YOUTH VIOLENCE 


CITY PENSIONS 


A powertul voice silenced 


He tried to end the circle of crime, but it claimed him. 


By Samantha Melamed 
STAFF WRITER 

When TA Williams was trying to moti- 
vate young people, there was a point he 
made over and over. 

“He liked to tell people,” his colleague 
Romeeka Williams recalled, “that if he 
didn’t turn his life around, he was going 
to be in jail for a long time, or he was 
going to be dead.” 

He did turn his life around. At 17, the 


North Philadelphia youth was locked up 
for an armed robbery; by 20, he was a 
well-known anti-incarceration activist, a 
leader in the Youth Art and Self-empower- 
ment Project (YASP), the No215Jail Coali- 
tion, and efforts to launch a community 
bail fund in the city. 

Nonetheless, at 22 years old, TA Will- 
iams is dead. 

Williams, whose given name was Ter- 

See WILLIAMS on A8 


DROP cost city 
$237M over 16 
years, study says 


By Claudia Vargas 
and William Bender 
STAFF WRITERS 
The Philadelphia pension perk known as DROP 
cost the city at least $237 million over a 16-year 
period ending in 2015, a new study commissioned 
by the Pennsylvania Intergovernmental Coopera- 
tion Authority (PICA) has concluded. 


TA Williams at a Youth Art and 
Self-empowerment Project 


event in 2016. 
Staff Photographer 
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State-tax deduction 
restored in talks 
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PICA, a state-created authority with oversight of 
city finances, on Tuesday released the 34-page 
study that said the Deferred Retirement Option 
Plan (DROP) is continuing to drain the city’s pen- 
sion fund of much-needed dollars. The pension 
fund has less than 45 percent of the $11 billion 
needed to cover its obligations to current and fu- 

See DROP on A10 
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